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UNDERSTANDING OUR PAST

~ : v - “ &
Spotlight Gear Up . _ﬂ &
| ¢ 1 3 = £l NS -.';
| mportance ol the past in understandine hictam s
| ire } U \\.\.JT’L.J]“_ LL\O\_V Have YOu ever seen (‘ld coins, maps, ObeClS or Old
pating past events in a chr - .
- LHIE (I St Cr ina L.“l,L\nDlﬂg!\.J] On“dcf ;-di’.]i::\ J:bum‘: D0 mc\ give us any ‘nfomn‘(‘"?

¢ Geographical factors and histo . T .
P s and hustory How can we use these objects to know more about

| % Major sources of ancient his
l ¥ ncient history our past?
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What Makes the Past Important? The period for
a which  written

All of us wonder how people lived many years ago. m":: s
Did they live the way we do? How different were m " thi:
 their lives from ours? The branch of study that may

historic period.
Wpﬂmm is called history. &
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Ordering of Past Events on a Time Scale ¢ Thesouthern peninsula was divideg j,,,

regions by mountains, plateaye

o . and
i 0 s of past events, we get to o ) Flve
When we know the datc}; lhge occurred. We can ¢ The great Himalayas in the North Villey,
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e know the scqmnt;‘ m} “t - en):d first and which barrier between India and Centry) it B
- idea of what h 2 first, @ A A |
S then, get an ldzﬁ(;t i PP people used the passes in the Vsl By
. after that. W
~\‘ event happene routes of contact. Maing ay
S Chronology is the order in which a series of events  These routes of contact  were |
g . . - i 1 FF, ") 4
: take place. Historians use chronology as the first different purposes. td for
% step towards understanding historical events. In this
5 way, they can put all past events in a proper order. ¢ Traders travelled along these routes tq |
I . ‘ J
sell goods. W ing
¢ People from cold, arid places came hop i
: ; tuali e o - Sea)
= The Gregorian calendar is the most commonly used ;f h;e}'hl:md' Many .“'htb entered [ngj, Imnl
- calendar all over the world. However, in India, our 1e North-western side (present day Paki, |
a.-“ . . » 32 i - i R
. festivals and holidays are still calculated on the basis of Afghanistan) through the mountain Passes

the traditional Hindu calendar. ¢ Religious leaders used these royte
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i ' . their messages.
~ The birth of Jesus Christ is the reference point from ¢ Kings and rulers undertook war campaj
«,4.‘ historians count dates. The dates of years expand their empires through them el

Common Era). For -

M‘.ﬁhat happened ten
e the birth of Christ is said
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Some traders returned home, while othe rs settled
down to make India their homeland. They exch: inged
many ideas and tr: wditions.

They taught as well as learnt from the people
living here. This exchange of ideas resulted in the
development of a unique culture, Many ideas we
retained while others underwent change.
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All e: nl\ civ lhsatmm developed along river valleys,
Farming resulted in the production of more food
than was required. This allowed people to engage in
professions, other than farming.

As traders travelled to different cities to sell their
surplus produce, towns and cities developed.
Craftsmen began to create better crafts, writing
skills developed and the use of the wheel made
transportation faster.

Whach s the first archeological inscription of India?

The two main types of source material are literai
and archaeological. . 1 /B

-~ "
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Literary sources p

Literary sources refer to any written account. W
ago, before paper was used, books were written

A

on palm leaves or on the bark of the birch tree. :
Literary works include religious books, accounts of ﬁ
foreign travellers, and writings on cave walls or »
stone tablets. Each of these tell us about the social, <
political, economic and cultural conditions during =
the time in which they were written. Most ancient ’ 4
books found in North India were written in Sanskrit, -f-”‘-‘
Pali or Prakrit. Tamil was mainly used in South India. -

“
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An ancient palm leaf manuscript _
Several literary sources from the ancient period “ﬂ
were written in scripts that are no longer used o=

and are therefore, unknown to us. For example, f,
the Harappans used a pictographic script which 2
historians have not yet been able to decipher. T i

These include Harshacharita and other works
written by Indian writers e
These include works such as the Indica by ths' '

author Megasthenes, the writings of F
other travellers

mmhymmw

Indigenous works of Indian writers

: Fom@worhw:m by travellers who visited
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¢ Coins: They us informati
economy of kingdoms, and the

The study of coins is called numisma

give
» I'e1gnil

Archaeological remains

¢ Monuments: Much of our information about art
and architectural style are drawn from the study
of monuments.

# Inscriptions: These are records engraved on
pillars, stone walls and clay tablets. Scribes
carved their writings onto stone surface using
chisels and hammers. They usually give details
of battles won or instructions from the ruler
to the common people. Study of inscriptions is
called epigraphy.

¢ Artefacts: These include pottery, seals,
ornaments, tools, weapons, etc. Seals and
pottery provide information about trade links
between two places. Through tools, weapons
and ornaments, we learn about the lifestyle of
people who lived during that time.

Archaeological objects are usually found during
excavations at historical sites. Experts known as
archaeologists study such objects. They give us a lot
-ol information, such as the time period they belong
o o and how people lived at that time.
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Brahmi script

Use of Historical Sources for Writing History

Literary and archaeological sources both proyige
information required to write history. Historiaps
study both literary and archaeological sources
together to reconstruct events of the past, using
clues provided by the various sources. History js
thus, a systematic study of past events by historians,
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GOOD TO KNOWY

In 1822 th

h sorlans
French scholar Jean Py MO € lmtl?lkv“um

deciphered (he Egyptian hie Toglyphic  serim "
I' y‘
siccessiully meading the fptlon of the R
it
Stone. It was a plece of rock that had bee

0 oanscribed

with tiny writings. When scholars Examuned 1 o
Wy
found that it contained the same passage i three

Fps
sonpt ) 'VVplmn
script and Ureek. Since scholars could read the Greek
and Egyptian writings, they were finally able to decode
the hieroglyphics

ancient

Egyptian heroglyphics, & sinple

< sUMITUP |

¥ History 18 a systemalic &
¢ Lvolution is the process of change

& [0 arrange historical events ma g lllnnnlupu'

source material are literary and archacological

# Literary sources refer to any writteén aceount.

which are found during excavations,

¢ Toaccurately interpret history, historians must consider all sources available and must not impose their own thoughts or »

ideas on the information they provide

CORNER

1. Map Work: Mark on the outline map of India, any

four geographical features that have influenced

Indian history.

Project: Close your eyes and go back to the ancient
Egyptian time. Pretend that there is no form of
writing. How will you send a message to someone
myms far away? Make a chart using pictures of
1S oomexpondmg to the sound and write

A O —— - 5
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tudy of past events. To understand the present, we need 1o study and
e over ime, over thousands and millions of years,

alorder, Wistorians refer to a timeline. by

Archacological sources are objects from the past like pots, coing, seals, m'..l

’

Historians have 1o use evidence or ¢lues to write Wistory and give us a complete picture of the past. Two main types o

i secret message for your friend. Let them decipheror
decode the message.

Visit: Go to a monument in your city and collect
information about it. See what information about the
past can you get from that monument,

Find Out: Find out about the importance of ca
paintings as sources of prehistory.
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EXERCISES
A. Answer the questions given by choosing the most appropriate alternative from those gjy,,, :
"
I. People who study excavated objects are KNowWI @5 ... ™
a. cartographers b. historians ¢. archaeologists d. none of g
2. The French scholar Jean—Francois Champollion deciphered the hieroglyphic scriptin .
a. 1822 b. 1844 c. 1833 d. 18ss
3. Most ancient books in the South were Written in ..c...osesees :
a. Prakrit b. Tamil c. Pali d. Hind;
4. The term used for the order in which a series of events happened IS «...ccovoriiinnnns, _
a. history b. chronology c. fossil d. archaecie, y
B. Match the following:
I. archaeology a. pictographic script
2. Meghadoota b. Megasthenes
3. Indica c. digging
4. Sumerians d. Kalidasa
C. Fill in the blanks.
i |. Before paper, books were Written On ..........ouescreneees leaves
5 2. In 2500 BCE, Citi€S iN ......ccccvsmmeesnnninnansnes were already flourishing
3. Literary sources refer to ........coiiieineee: accounts
4. To arrange historical events, historians FEIET L0 1eovesssessersaosomsassvsnars -
5. The period for which we do not have written records is KNOWN @S ....cccueciveerrecvrccnsecne 3

% - D. Classify the type of historical sources.
piod I. Writing on stone surfaces = ©eeviensnenienss (archaeological/literary)

Books written by hand = ..........cc....
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F. Answer the questions in about 80-100 words.
What are sources of hustory? Explain its two types with examples.
3 What is the significance Df‘hGSEOgraphnca! mm“mnmh _~ V‘
What are secular literary sources? Explain with examples.
G. Think and answer.
|, What gives a more accurate account of the past—literary sources or archaeological sources? |
2. Why are pottery and tools the most common archaeological objects found in an ancient site? . J

PROJECT WORK

Being an archaeologist

b. Magmfytngg!as c. Trowe!

LIFE SKILL (COPING WITH EMOTION)

Make your own album consisting ofpactum(fmmﬁaedayyoumh«nﬁﬂm
of important milestones in your life like birthdays, report cards and school events yc
Show this album to your family and mmmmmn
about something, look at this ulbumandﬂuh:tofallﬂngoodthﬁgshmiﬁ
r‘J;.
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